PASCO COUNTY 
MURDER TRIAL 
SET TO BEGIN 


Adam Matos will be tried 

in a New Port Richey court- 
room in the deaths of four 
people, including his child's 
mother, who were beaten 
and shot in a home in Hud- 
son in 2014. If Matos is found 
guilty, prosecutors will ask 
for the death penalty. The 
trial is expected to last three 
weeks. Local, 1B 


Georgia leads way 
in playoff rankings 
In the initial College Football 
Playoff Rankings, Georgia 
(8-0) is No.1, followed by 
Alabama (8-0), Notre Dame 
(7-1) and Clemson (7-1). 
Miami (7-0) is the highest- 
ranked school in Florida. 
Sports, 1C 


God of thunder 
shows funny side 


Thor: Ragnarok is a super- 
hero movie that is keenly 
aware of how silly the genre 
is. To the delight of viewers, 
Chris Hemsworth is given 
astage to flex comedic 
muscles as firm as his abs. 
Steve Persall review, 2B 


Restaurants hope 
for spot at pier 


Doc Ford’s Rum Bar & Grille, 
a popular Sanibel Island res- 
taurant, is competing with a 
location proposed by Steve 
Westphal, owner of Park- 
shore Grill and 400 Beach 
Seafood & Tap House. 
There is only one spot avail- 
able in the $76 million Pier 


Want some flavorful ways to spice up your chai tea? Of course you do. Taste 
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Attack in Manhattan 


» At least eight people are 
killed blocks from the World 
Trade Center complex. 


DRIVER BARRELS 
DOWN BIKE LANE 


») The carnage is called an 
“act of terror” and authorities 
think the suspect acted alone. 


N 


Associated Press 


Bicycles and debris are left behind after a motorist drove through a bike path on Tuesday in New York. 


Artiles 


Several 
prominent 
Florida 
lawmakers 
have been 
caught up in 
scandalous 


ew 
d stories 


Clemens recently. 


Spying 
part of 
life in 

Capito 


Personal vendettas 
seem to be turning 
Tallahassee into a 
nexus of paranoia. 


BY MARY ELLEN KLAS 
AND STEVE BOUSQUET 
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE — For at 
least three days in the final 
week of the 2017 legislative 
session, a covert surveillance 
camera recorded the comings 
and goings of legislators and 
lobbyists living on the sixth 
floor of the Tennyson condo- 
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Treats aplenty in Seminole Heights Plan gives private 
schools state cash 


A constitutional amendment proposal would 


An added police presence lets neighbors enjoy 
Halloween amid an investigation of 3 killings. 


BY JONATHAN CAPRIEL this month, she said. “But I’m allow public funds to go to religious schools. 
Times Staff Writer not going to let that stop my fam- 

TAMPA — Dozens of prin- ily from having a good time.” BY JEFFREY S. SOLOCHEK vate schools, including religious 
cesses, superheroes and Star That’s because this Halloween Times Staff Writer ones, to support students whose 


Wars characters, all standing no her neighborhood is grappling 
more than waist-high, filled their with the unthinkable: three peo- 
bags with candy handed out by ple shot dead in recent weeks. 
police officers Tuesday evening Tampa police believe the shoot- 
at Giddens Park in Seminole ings are connected, committed 
Heights. by someone who may know Sem- 
Alexandra Cannon, 28, inole Heights well. That’s why 
watched her 18-month-old_ they’ve flooded the neighbor- 
daughter, Alana, dressed as a hood, to investigate the crimes 
pirate princess, attempt to hand and prevent further loss of life. 


The chairwoman of the individual learning needs are 
State Board of Education, not “completely met and accom- 
charged with supervising Flor- modated” at their zoned public 
ida’s system of free public edu- schools. 
cation, has proposed amend- Johnson was leading the com- 
ing the state Constitution to mission’s education committee 
permit funding of some pri- Tuesday afternoon and could not 
vate schooling. be reached for comment. The 

Marva Johnson, a Gov. Rick committee next meets at 8:30 
Scott appointee to the state a.m. Thursday, and its agenda 


her toy sword to the officers. The killings began Oct. 9, NS A board and the Florida Con- includes a presentation on “Pub- 
The more than 40 officers when Benjamin Mitchell, 22, OCTAVIO JONES | Times stitution Revision Commis- lic Funds for Aid of Sectarian 
patrolling on foot, on bikes, in was shot at a bus stop on N 15th Tampa police officers Willam Wagner-Hart, left, and Cpl. Ellen sion, filed a proposal Tuesday Institutions.” 
patrol cruisers and two on horses Street near E Frierson Avenue. Schantz talk to Reagan Horton, 11, in Seminole Heights. to exempt education from the The proposal is a long way 
were a comfort for Cannon, a Monica Hoffa, 32, was killed Oct. state’s constitutional ban on from becoming reality. The com- 
mother of two who has lived 11 and her body was found two was found by police near 15th ster confidence in Seminole using public funds for reli- mission would have to approve 
in southeast Seminole Heights days later in alot with unkempt and E Conover streets on Oct.19. Heights while the investigation gious organizations. it, as would 60 percent of Florida 
since she was 3 years old. grass on E New Orleans Avenue. The event at the park was an continues. Halloween is usually She further recommended voters. 


“Its a shame what’s happened The body of Anthony Naiboa, 20, attempt by city officials to bol- »» See HALLOWEEN, 7A that state money go to pri- »SeeSCHOOLS,7A 


